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Last year we launched our voluntary School Fund donation system whereby parents could donate a small amount each week in
order to pay for items that we used to pay for from the main school budget. As you are probably aware, schools are in the middle
of a ‘funding crisis’ and there are a range of national campaigns supported by parent groups, local councillors, members of
parliament and teaching unions, who are gearing up to lobby the Chancellor to free up additional funding for schools. Schools
across the country have cut spending on computers, software, books and in the worst cases, staff. Whilst we are not yet at that
point at Chad Vale, your School Fund donations over the last year have allowed us to enhance and improve the curriculum whist
maintaining our high quality of education, demonstrated by our improving results over the last 3 years.

During the past year we have been extremely fortunate to receive a number of large donations from generous parents whose
children moved on from Chad Vale (or just from parents who wanted to help). For larger donations we have the facility to reclaim
Gift Aid, and these donations are paid into our Gift aid Account. Other parents have kindly set up a direct debit to make regular
payments into our School Fund account. These donations have been used for purchases that directly benefit all children. The last
large purchase using School Fund was to buy the licences for access to Education City— an award winning educational software
company who

provide online curriculum resources for teachers in the classroom and home access for all children. They also provide a

detailed tracking and assessment system for the teachers, which helps support the learning and teaching in class.

We are planning on continuing our School Fund system for the next academic year and are currently gaining quotes to purchase a
new set of iPads in school. Computers in school are required to deliver the curriculum and are NOT eligible for purchase from
School Fund, but we have reserved funds from the main school budget to help purchase these soon. The iPads (which help to
enhance the curriculum) can be purchased from school funds and we look forward to sharing more news on this soon.

In the original survey to parents about School Fund we decided, after much discussion, that the suggested amount would be £2
per child, per week. We plan to keep this the same and will continue to offer a range of options;

Weekly (£2 cash per child, in an envelope sent to the office)

Monthly (£8 per child, cash or cheque, made payable to ‘Chad Vale School Fund’)
Termly (£26 per child, cash or cheque, made payable to ‘Chad Vale School Fund’)
Annually (£78 per child, cash or cheque, made payable to ‘Chad Vale School Fund’)

Many parents have set up a weekly direct debit so that your donations are paid automatically. If you wish to do this, the account
details are below:

Account name: Chad Vale School Fund, sort code: 30-19-14 account number: 02538729

For larger donations (of £100+) you may wish for us to reclaim gift aid. To make the accounting of this possible, we have set up a
special account, details below:

Account name: Chad Vale PPTA Gift Aid, sort code: 20-08-64, account number: 70807079

We will be providing further information in the coming weeks about how we’ve spent School Fund so far and our planned
spending in the future. Your donations make a real difference to the school and we’d like to say a huge thank-you to everyone who
has been donating this year!



* Why you should use MarvellousMe
‘At the age of 7,

MarvellousMe helps you to talk more easily with your child about parental influence on learning
school and practise topics together. is 6 times that of the school.

MarvellousMe he!ps you to gelebrate your child's good work and Professor Charles Desforges,
¢ reinforce the positive behaviours and values that teachers are The Impact of Parental Involvement, Parental Support and
encouraging and praising in class. Family Education on Pupll Achlevements and Adjustment.

Your child will be happier, more

‘Parent engagement is one of the most effectis

confident and motivated, and do improving test scores, boosting character de ment and
better when they know that you confidence, and helping children become more powerful learners.
are connected with their teacher The more parents and children have good conversations about
and receiving positive updates. their school day, the better pupils achieve.’

Bill L , Prof r of i he Uni ity of

agumq Started Mlucas; rfeer ot ommmua by

Your child's teacher will give you a unique MarvellousMe parent join code. You need this to use the app.
It's best to download the MarvellousMe parent app from the Apple or the GooglePlay store.

1 Download the % Enter your If you don't have a smartphone or tablet, you can
MarvellousMe name, email sign up and log in via www.marvellousme.com.
parent app. » :To(:l ;"‘s:v';‘: :P Please use Chrome as your Internet browser.

1 Enter your 6-digit : The app is very easy to use. Just tap on theficons;to
parent join code. 5 Tap 'Sign up'. find your way around. There's a walk-through video

and Help Centre at www.marvellousme.com, if

3 Tap 'Sign up'. 6 Login. you need any help.

Tips for Parenl‘s (] App Store

‘Activities’ tell you what your child is learning, ‘Badges’ tell you why the teacher has praised your child
and ‘Messages' keep you up to date. Think of them as conversation starters to everyday questions
like: 'What did you learn at school today? ‘Were you good? “Have you got any messages?

Use your new insight wisely and prompt conversations with your child at different times,
such as when travelling, over dinner or at quiet times together. It's natural for children _ :
to want to unwind and play after school. You did very

Show the MarvellousMe app to your child. It will help them to reflect on their learning well ioday!
and feel proud of the teacher’s positive comments. :

'Hi5" the teacher every time they send you an update, so they know you are engaged.
Add another child to your app by tapping ‘Add Child’ and entering their join code.

Share you app with family and friends by giving them the same parent join code that you
used, or inviting them in ‘Settings'. They will then be able to enjoy the instant updates as well.

www.marvellousme.com ©2015



Diary Dates 2018-19: please also check the online diary on our website

Day Date Time Event
Thursday 27th Sep  All day Y1 trip to Blakesley Hall
Tuesday 2nd Oct All day School Photo Day (individuals and sibling groups) Full uniform please!
Monday 8th Oct 5.30-9pm Governing Body Meetings (Curriculum and Community then Finance/Premises)
Wednesday 10th Oct  All day 6Chad Trip to Lapworth Museum
Thursday 11th Oct  All day 6Vale Trip to Lapworth Museum
Thursday 11th Oct  All day Y2 to Botanical Gardens
Tuesday 16th Oct  1.45-3pm Reception 2019 intake Open Afternoons/tours
Tuesday 16th Oct  5-7.30pm Parents Evening (please pre-book your 10 min appointment on letter nearer time)

Wednesday 17th Oct 1.45-3pm Reception 2019 intake Open Afternoons/tours
Thursday 18th Oct  1.45-3pm Reception 2019 intake Open Afternoons/tours

Thursday 18th Oct  4-6.30pm Parents Evening (please pre-book your 10 min appointment on letter nearer time)
Monday 22nd Oct  ALL WEEK Drama and Music Week

Monday 22nd Oct  6-9pm Full Governing Body Meeting

Wednesday 24th Oct All day Flu Vaccines (nasal) from School Nurse Team for YR-Y5 children
Friday 26th Oct  3.30pm BREAK UP HALF TERM

Monday 5th Nov All day SCHOOL CLOSED: Teacher Training Day

Tuesday 6th Nov 8.45am Back to school for children

Thursday 8th Nov All day Y4 trip to Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery

Thursday 22nd Nov  All day Y3 trip to Lapworth Museum

Thursday 29th Nov  All day Y6 trip to Aston Hall

Wednesday 19th Dec TBC Chad Vale’s Winter Talent Show

Friday 21st Dec  3.30pm BREAK UP CHRISTMAS

Mon 7th Jan 8.45am Back to school for children

Admissions now open
for September 2019

We warmly invite prospective parents and
carers o ocur
Open Evening on
Thursday 27" September
5.45pm - 8pm
and
Open Moring on
Friday 28" September
92.00am - 10.15am

Attendees would see fist-hand how our
teachers lead and inspire children to excel
academically and wauld discover how we

foster a kind-hearted leaming envirenment for ﬁhEJQE_LEAQES,ML[EAM
chidren from all backgrounds to thrive and Actin Pr\t/r:lap’?r;: D.Ke?rgsoe "
flourish, ing Vice Principal: eks
fours .Assistcmt Principal/ Head of Year 1 1: A Brown
We offer you the o nity fo study in a Acfing Assisfont. Pn'_nc:'pol/ Head of Sixth Form: A Ruhe
vibrant, fiendly and highly successful school Associate Principal - Pastoral Lead: V Chatwin
withdsirong values at the heart of everything
we do.

Please email or call us on Enquiries NHSB@nishkamschools.org: 0121 348 7440
Great King Street North, Birmingham B19 2LF
www.nishkamhighschool.org
vww focebook.com/nishkamhighschoo!




