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Chad Vale ‘continues to be good’

Head Teacher: Mr. Paul Sansom
NPQH, BA (Hons) QTS

Ofsted April 2018
On 19th April, we received a visit from Ofsted, who came to inspect the school as part of the usual inspection
schedule for schools in England. The lead inspector (and a colleague) spent the day in school, talking to
senior leaders, children, parents and governors to confirm that we remain good (the judgement given at our
last inspection). As a one-day inspection is very tight for time, we were very pleased to see the outcomes of
the report (attached) and the fact that Ofsted had immediately picked up on the ‘palpable ethos of care and
mutual respect’, the ‘overwhelmingly positive’ parents and the children’s ‘love of learning’.
The inspectors asked about what we had done since the previous inspection, and they were extremely
impressed with the improvements in the EYFS, particularly in transforming the outdoor learning area. They
identified a wide range of examples of our ‘broad and balanced’ curriculum within school and our work over
the last few years developing our system for assessment in the foundation subjects (history, geography etc).
The inspector recognised the improvements in our Y1 phonics outcomes (after we changed the teaching
method used) and she saw lots of examples of children using their phonics skills in their writing. We were
quizzed on how we use the ‘Pupil Premium’ to support those children who are eligible for it and the
inspector was pleased with the range of information on the website and the strategies we have put in place
to ensure our ‘disadvantaged children make at least the same progress as other pupils and often better’.
The inspection concluded that Chad Vale Primary ’continues to be good’- an outcome that we had expected
and one that we are rightly proud of. It also confirmed some areas for development (that we had already
identified) and those are already being addressed. This will continue over the coming weeks and terms.
Improving outcomes and quality of teaching in KS1 (year 1 and year 2) is always a focus in school, and this
academic year, we had made a number of staffing changes that resulted in 2 ‘new to year group’ teams. We
are already targeting these year groups to ensure that quality and consistency of teaching is always at
least good in every class. We’ve also done a lot of work over the last couple of years in identifying those
higher attaining children as soon as possible, and ensuring that they are always challenged and given the opportunity to reach their potential. These actions will be included in our new (tightly focused!) school development plan although many had already begun within this years plans. As always, school improvement is
work that is never complete and we relish the challenge of further improving our amazing school. Once,
again, thank-you to everyone who supported us by either speaking to the inspectors or by responding to the
online questionnaire– your views made a big impact on the inspection team, and made me very proud to be
leading the Chad Vale family.
Mr. Sansom

Diary Dates 2018: please also check the online diary on our website
Mon 14th May

All week

Y6 SATS week

Mon 14th May

3pm

4Vale Class Assembly

Fri 18th May

All Day

Children can wear red, white or blue to celebrate the Royal Wedding

Fri 18th May

7.30pm

PPTA Quiz Night—see page 4 of newsletter for more information

Mon 21st May

3pm

1Vale Class Assembly

Friday 25th May

9am—11am

Y4 Dancing Classrooms Showcase Event— Y4 Parents welcome

Friday 25th May

3.30pm

Break up for half term
Half Term Holiday 28th May– 1st June

Mon 4th June

8.45am

Back to school

Mon 4th June

3pm

5Chad Class Assembly

Wed 6th June

am

2Chad visit to Pizza Express

Wed 6th June

All day

Y6 Computing Robotics Day

Mon 11th June

All week

Y1 Phonics Check week (and Y2 re-check)

Wed 13th June

9-11am

Reception Father’s Day Event

Thur 14th June

All day

Class Photo day

Wed 20th June

All day

Y2 trip to Warwick Castle (TBC)

Thur 21st June

All day

Y3 trip to Lunt Fort

Fri 22nd June

All day

Y1 trip to Ash End House Farm

Fri 29th June

3.30pm

Sal’s Shoes Collection and Cake Sale (donate your kids shoes!)

Mon 2nd July

3pm

2Vale Class Assembly

Tues 3rd July

All day

Y5 to Harborne Academy Taster Day

Tues 3rd July

All day

Y4 trip to Severn Valley Railway

Fri 6th July

All day

Reception trip to Umberslade Farm

Tues 10th July
Wed 11th July

am
am

KS2 Sports Day
KS1 Sports Day

Thursday 12th July

am

Reserve sports day if either are cancelled due to weather

Friday 13th July

All day

Spanish Day

Sat 14th July

TBC

Summer Fair

Wed 18th July

2.30-3.30pm

Reception Graduation Celebration

Thurs 19th July

3-5pm

Y6 Graduation Ball

Fri 20th July

9-10

Y6 Graduation Celebration Assembly

Fri 20th July

3.30pm

Break up for summer holidays

Well Done:
6Chad, 4Chad, 4Vale, 3Chad
for 100% attendance!
Improvement required:
2Chad and 3Vale

Parking and corridors!
We still have a number of parents who are using the school drive
and turning circle (by the caretaker house) for parking, dropping off
and collections. Please note we have installed new signage at the
bottom of the drive to remind everyone that parking there is not
permitted. We’ve had too many ‘near misses’ where parents are
trying to leave in their cars when the children are going home.
Parking here needs to stop please. We have created a disabled
parking space at the top of our school drive and there are limited
number of cars with permissions to use the drive for medical reasons. If you require a pass please get in touch with Miss Green in
the office.
Whilst we are proud of (and wish to continue) our open-door
policy, we have been trying to reduce the number of parents in
school at the busy times of drop-off and collection. This helps to
increase security and improve your child’s independence. Where
you can, please encourage your child to come into school by
themselves; there are plenty of adults who will assist them if
required. If you need to come into school for longer than a few
minutes you will be asked to sign in on our visitor screen. This is so
that we can maintain a record for any emergency fire evacuation
that may happen. If you have signed in on the screen, please also
remember to sign out when you leave and ensure that you wear
your visitor sticker at all times. Thank-you!

