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Update on Marking
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NPQH, BA (Hons) QTS

As part of our COVID-19 recovery plan we have been reviewing the way that we provide marking and feedback to the children.
We have been trialling a new technique that is being used increasingly in schools across the country called ‘Whole Class
Marking’ and are pleased to announce a wider roll out of this across Chad Vale over the next few months.
‘Whole Class Marking’ means that the teachers will no longer be writing comments in every book or highlighting/ticking/
crossing as in the past. Instead, they will look at all of the learning in the books and for every task that is marked, fill out a
‘Whole Class Marking’ sheet. This saves a huge amount of time, is ‘COVID-safer’ and means that the teachers can spend more
time planning and preparing resources and focusing on the next steps to fill any gaps in understanding. The ‘Whole Class
Marking’ sheet is then shared with all the children at the beginning of next lesson and the strengths and areas for development
are discussed. Some example completed sheets are attached below (we have removed any children’s names.
Further to the feedback we received from our online parents evenings in October, we are intending on sending books home in
February. They will look different to previous years as the marking in books will be drastically reduced. We will send out some
information with the books guiding you towards what to look for in the books and are happy to share any whole class marking
sheets with you if you wish to see them. We expect that this new approach will help teachers to better identify any gaps and
then plan to fill these rapidly so that your children make even better progress.

COVID-19 IMPORTANT INFORMATION
1.

You MUST stay at home if you, or any of your family have symptoms. You must arrange for the person with
symptoms to get a test. You MUST stay at home until you get the results of the test.

2.

If the test is POSITIVE your whole household will need to self-isolate for up to 14 days. Track and Trace will
give you further advice.

3.

If the test is NEGATIVE then you can end your self isolation.

4.

If you have been abroad to any country that is NOT on the permitted list, you MUST self-isolate for 14 days
on your return. You MUST NOT leave the house.

Please be aware that West Midlands Police are aggressively following up any breaches (or possible breaches) of
Coronavirus restrictions. If you (or your child) are found to be outside of the house when you should be selfisolating it is very likely that you will be visited by the police and potentially fined up to £10,000.
To report a breach of coronavirus restrictions by an individual person
please visit:
https://west-midlands.police.uk/coronavirus/restriction-breach-form
To report a breach of coronavirus restrictions by a business, please
visit: https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/xfp/form/762

Diary Dates 2020-2021: please also check the online diary on our website
Day

Date

Time

Event

Monday

23rd November

ALL DAY

Flu Nasal Spray Vaccinations—ALL YEAR GROUPS

Wednesday

2nd December

ALL DAY

Year 2 PHONICS CHECK BEGINS

Monday

7th December

ALL WEEK

Thursday

10th December

All day

Human Rights Day

Friday

11th December

All day

Christmas Jumper Day

Friday

18th December

3.30pm

Break up for Christmas Holiday

Monday

4th January

ALL DAY

SCHOOL CLOSED TEACHER TRAINING DAY

Tuesday

5th January

8.45am

Back to school

End of Autumn Term Assessment Week

Christmas shopping?
Did you know that if you use smile.amazon.co.uk for
Amazon purchases, the PPTA can benefit from every
purchase you make at no extra cost to you. Go to
smile.amazon.co.uk and pick your charity - Chad Vale
PPTA - and that's it!

E-safety News
Conversation starters for Parents and
Carers: Online Content
As adults, speaking to your child about what
they do and what they see online can often be
more difficult than first
imagined.

As much as we know it exists, starting a conversation with children about
inappropriate content or things that might make them feel uncomfortable can often
feel like the hardest step.
With children spending much more time online due to lockdowns, the attached guide
has been produced to help parents and carers approach that initial
discussion with a little more confidence.
If you need any help or support with this please do not hesitate to contact Miss
Grosvenor (Year 6 teacher and e-safety lead):

Healthy & Active @ Chad Vale
Level 1 Games. Inter Form Sport Competition
After a long Covid-19 enforced hiatus we are pleased to announce that our Inter Form Sport Competition
started up again last week. Throughout the competition Chad classes will take on the Vale class in their
year group in a range of sports and physical activity challenges.
Our sports captains elected to include a bleep test and distance run activity as the two challenges KS2
classes will be competing in this term. In the bleep test challenge teams of eight undertake the
endurance running challenge, earning a point for their team for each level they complete. In the distance
run, teams of eight complete as many 250m laps of the school field as they can in 25 minutes. All the
runners’ laps are added together to create a team score and the team with the most recorded laps wins.
Winning teams are awarded three points to the Chad or Vale totals in the overall competition.
Last Thursday 3V narrowly defeated 3C by 35-34 to claim victory in the Year 3 bleep test challenge, with
3V earning 3 points towards the Vale total in the overall standings. The following day Chad levelled up
the scores in the overall competition as 6C overcame their opponents from 6V by 110-101 in the distance
run challenge.
Special mention must go to Anya C and Maya H in Y3, who both reach level 7 in the bleep test, and
Mouath A who ran an impressive 19 laps in 25 minutes in the Y6 distance run.
We are delighted to see our pupils taking part in inter form sporting events again, and we look forward to
keeping you updated on their performances over the coming weeks.
Chad and Vale are now level at 3-3 in the 2020-21 Inter Form Sport Competition.

Reception PE lessons
This half term both Reception classes are doing gymnastics in their PE lessons on Wednesday mornings.
In gymnastics lessons pupils take part with bare feet, as this reduces damage to the gymnastic equipment
and also gives our youngest pupils the chance to practice taking off/putting on their shoes and socks.
Please ensure that on Wednesdays your children in Reception are not sent to school wearing tights
underneath their PE kits.

X-Box 1 Controller– can you help? A (very sad) year four child writes...
‘Please does anyone have a spare Xbox 1 controller for me to
borrow until my new one comes in the mail? I will keep it working
and in great condition. I will make sure you get it back as soon as
mine arrives.
Thank-you in advance. Please contact Mr S if you can help’

