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SATS and testing update
Some information about testing in primary schools was released yesterday which affects children in schools across England.
The main headline was that the ‘SATS’ tests for Y6 children are due to go ahead in summer 2021. The children will sit tests in
Reading and Maths in May, although the SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) test has been made non-statutory. We
may choose to carry out the SPAG test if it’s made available to school, as our children really enjoy it (and do extremely well in
it) but we’ll keep you updated on this choice. The results of these tests will not be published, but will be passed onto secondary
schools when the children move on. Teachers will provide an assessment for children’s writing levels in Y6 and these will be
sent to the government as in previous years. There has been some flexibility added to the timetable for Y6 SATS to take into
account possible COVID closures and also Eid-al-Fitr, and we’ll confirm the exact timetable of tests nearer the time.
You may be aware that there has been growing pressure on the government from teachers and parent groups to remove SATS
next year completely. This is mainly due to the disruption that many schools have suffered as a result of COVID-19. Whilst the
removal of publication of the results is good news for schools, there may be more changes to come over the next few months.
We will keep you updated of any possible U-turn!
The Y4 Multiplication Check (test) has been made optional this year for all schools. This is an online check of the children’s
knowledge in their times tables up to 12x12 and the expectation is that children are secure in all of their times tables by Year 4.
We will continue to work towards this goal and will let you know whether we decide to carry out the check or not. It is likely
that we will do this check as it gives the children something to ‘aim for’ in terms of learning their tables and the results of the
check are not published anywhere.
The Y2 SAT tests have been cancelled for next year and will be replaced with teacher assessments in reading, writing and
maths. This is similar to the arrangements from this year and are a fairer way of measuring the children’s outcomes at the end
of Year 2. Teachers continually assess the children throughout the year but in the summer term 2021 we will carry out some
end of term assessments in order to add to the teachers’ ongoing assessments, which will then be reported to you in the end
of year report.
We have been asked by the government to carry out the Phonics Screening Check for all Y2 pupils before Christmas, as these
children were not checked last year because of COVID. We plan to carry out this check next week for the children in school and
the following week for the Y2 class who are isolating currently.
The Phonics Screening check for Y1 pupils is expected to go ahead as normal in the summer term and we are working hard to
fill any gaps from the lockdown in order to secure their phonic and reading skills. We are also expecting to submit assessments
for children in reception at the end of the summer term, which will indicate their progress this year against the Foundation
Stage curriculum. We’ll provide more information about this in due course.
Finally, on a lighter note (!), we are planning on taking part in Christmas Jumper Day next Friday. Please wear your Christmas
Jumper with pride and bring a £2 donation for Save the Children. We will be collecting on the gate in the morning and
afternoon of Friday 11th December and look forward to seeing your fabulous and festive pullovers!
Have a happy, safe and socially distanced weekend!

COVID-19 IMPORTANT INFORMATION
1.

You MUST stay at home if you, or any of your family have symptoms. You must arrange for the person with
symptoms to get a test. You MUST stay at home until you get the results of the test.

2.

If the test is POSITIVE your whole household will need to self-isolate for up to 14 days. Track and Trace will
give you further advice.

3.

If the test is NEGATIVE then you can end your self isolation.

4.

If you have been abroad to any country that is NOT on the permitted list, you MUST self-isolate for 14 days
on your return. You MUST NOT leave the house.

Please be aware that West Midlands Police are aggressively following up any breaches (or possible breaches) of
Coronavirus restrictions. If you (or your child) are found to be outside of the house when you should be selfisolating it is very likely that you will be visited by the police and potentially fined up to £10,000.
To report a breach of coronavirus restrictions by an individual person
please visit:
https://west-midlands.police.uk/coronavirus/restriction-breach-form
To report a breach of coronavirus restrictions by a business, please
visit: https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/xfp/form/762

Diary Dates 2020-2021: please also check the online diary on our website
Day

Date

Time

Event

Monday

23rd November

ALL DAY

Flu Nasal Spray Vaccinations—ALL YEAR GROUPS

Wednesday

2nd December

ALL DAY

Year 2 PHONICS CHECK BEGINS

Monday

7th December

ALL WEEK

Thursday

10th December

All day

Human Rights Day

Friday

11th December

All day

Christmas Jumper Day

Friday

18th December

3.30pm

Break up for Christmas Holiday

Monday

4th January

ALL DAY

SCHOOL CLOSED TEACHER TRAINING DAY

Tuesday

5th January

8.45am

Back to school

End of Autumn Term Assessment Week

Christmas shopping?
Did you know that if you use smile.amazon.co.uk for
Amazon purchases, the PPTA can benefit from every
purchase you make at no extra cost to you. Go to
smile.amazon.co.uk and pick your charity - Chad Vale
PPTA - and that's it!

E-safety News
'Among Us' is one of the most popular games of 2020.
A space-themed ‘social deduction’ game where 4–10
players take on a guise of
Crewmates, who must complete various tasks around
their spaceship, while randomly selected imposters
must try their hardest to sabotage the others’
efforts. The imposters have to remain
undetected through rounds of voting to win. While Among Us is a largely safe game, it is
prudent to be aware of any potential risks young ones might encounter when playing.
In the attached guide, you’ll find tips on a few potential risks such as hacking, mild violence and inappropriate language. For any further support please contact our e-safety leader k.grosvenor@chadvale.bham.sch.uk
Monitoring Apps:
Would you like to monitor what your child is doing online? The best app to use will be dependent on
what devices your child is using but this helpful article from Internet Matters reviews the top monitoring apps for you: https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/monitoring-apps-parents-guide

BOHEMIAN NUTCRACKER ART WORKSHOP
with Tereza Buskova
This Christmas, delve into the magic of The Nutcracker story
with Tereza through her Christmas special online art workshop.
This fun mix media collage builds on the success of Tereza's
classes at school and her more recent online workshops. £3.00
from every family ticket sold will be donated to Chad Vale
Primary School.
The workshop will be available via Zoom and details will be sent
after purchase of tickets along with confirmation of the
materials you will need. Some of the more lavish materials will
be available in a pack from the school drive - more information
will be given after booking.
DATE: Sunday 13 December at 11.00am (one hour duration).
COST: £6.00 per family

Parking Reminder
Please remember to ‘think before you park’ and be respectful to our
neighbours and other parents. There should also be no parent cars using the
school drive at any time without a drive pass. Please remember these are
rules we have with your child’s safety in mind and we thank you for your cooperation on this.

Healthy & Active @ Chad Vale
Level 1 Games: Inter Form Sport Competition
It was honours even in last week’s inter form sport challenges as 5V triumphed in the Year 5 distance run and 6C
won the Y6 bleep test challenge. Led by Emil Hurlow, who ran an impressive 19 laps, 5V secured a narrow victory
running 95 laps in the allocated time to 5C’s 90. Despite an William Simoncelli-Allen’s best efforts reaching level 5,
6V fell just sort of 6C who won a closely contested bleep test challenge by 22-19.
With two wins apiece the overall scores remain level, with both Chad and Vale on 6 points.
PE Kits
Some of our pupils’ PE kits are starting to become very patterned and multi-coloured again. With pupils wearing
the PE kits for the whole day when they have PE lessons, we must remind you that the PE kit is part of the Chad
Vale school uniform and we expect our pupils to be dressed appropriately. In case you are unsure, please see the
list below that details what is recognised as an acceptable Chad Vale PE:
Pump or Trainers – If your child is unable to tie their own laces we recommend footwear with Velcro straps (please
note that we would expect that ALL children can tie their laces by the end of Y2!)
Plain blue or black tracksuit bottoms, leggings, shorts or sport skirts
A plain white T-shirt, preferably with the Chad Vale logo on the left breast
A plain blue or black sweatshirt or hoodie – Blue school sweaters are perfect for PE.
Please note that grey tops and tracksuit bottoms are not part of our school PE kit & that PE clothing should be
plain in design. There should not be prominent logos, branding or patterns on the clothing your child wears for PE.
If you have any questions or queries about our school PE kit, or would like to find out where you can purchase kit
bearing the school logo please contact the school office at enquiry@chadvale.bham.sch.uk.
Please see pictures below for good examples of perfect PE kit!

